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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome Back!

What a brilliant start to the new academic year! It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back this week, 
and a particularly warm welcome to all of our new Year 7 parents and carers as you officially become part of 
the Passmores family.

The school has certainly come back to life! After the quiet of the summer holidays, the noise, energy and 
laughter of our young people have been very welcome indeed. It has been lovely to see so many students 
looking smart, settled and ready for the year ahead. They have made a really positive start, and we are very 
proud of them.

One of the biggest changes this year has been our new school day structure, and it has been fantastic to see 
how quickly students and staff have adapted to the changes. The introduction of a whole-school break has 
been particularly positive. It has created a real buzz around the school, with a wide range of clubs, activities 
and opportunities that will be available for students to get involved in. 

Our PCT (Personal Curriculum Time) is also now positioned later in the day, either before or after lunch. This 
has been a really useful change for tutors, giving them a valuable opportunity to check in with their tutees, 
share important information and have those conversations that are sometimes difficult to fit in first thing in 
the morning when everyone is still waking up! 

Our partnership with parents and carers is hugely important to us, and we are looking forward to seeing many 
of you over the coming weeks at our Parent/Carer Information Evenings (PIEs). Letters have already been sent 
for the Year 7, Year 10 and Year 11 evenings taking place next week, with information for Years 8 and 9 
following shortly. These evenings are a great opportunity to find out more about the year ahead, meet key 
members of staff and ensure that we are all working together to support our young people.

We are also looking ahead to one of the biggest events in our calendar — our Open Evening on Thursday 17th 
September.

This is always such a special evening at Passmores, and while there is lots of work that goes on behind the 
scenes to make it happen, it is our young people who really bring the evening to life. Our students are the best 
ambassadors for our school, and we love seeing them proudly showing visitors around, talking about their 
experiences and sharing what makes Passmores so special. Letters will be going out next week inviting 
students to volunteer, so please do encourage your young person to get involved. We would love to have as 
many of our students as possible helping us to showcase our school.

And finally, we have finished the first week on a high, although the British weather certainly tried its best to 
test us this morning! A heavy downpour just as students were arriving — on school photograph day of all days 
— was perhaps not quite the start to the day we had hoped for!

Nevertheless, it has been a fantastic first week and we couldn't have asked for a better start. Thank you, as 
always, for your support in helping us to get the new academic year off to such a positive beginning.

We are already looking forward to next week and all that it will bring!

Natalie Christie
Principal of Passmores Academy
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Year Group Attendance 
w/c 2nd September 2026

Year 7 95.94%

Year 8 93.14%
Year 9 92.15%

Year 10 90.82%
Year 11 88.32%

All Students 92.74%

TOP PASSMORES POINTS ACHIEVERS 

What an incredible start to the year for Passmores Points! This week alone, our students have 
collectively earned a staggering 15,429 Passmores Achievement Points — what a fantastic 
accomplishment!

From next week, we’ll be sharing our Top 10 Passmores Points achievers from each year group, 
so there is plenty of opportunity for some friendly competition as students see who can make 
the newsletter each week.

As a reminder, every week parents and carers receive an update showing your child’s Passmores 
Points, behaviour points, late-to-lesson marks and attendance for that week. We hope this gives 
you a useful snapshot of how your child is getting on and provides an opportunity to celebrate 
the positives together.

It’s brilliant to see so many students making such a positive start. Let’s keep the momentum 
going!

Who will be topping the leaderboards next week? Watch this space…



PASTORAL UPDATE

A Positive Start to the New School Year

It has been wonderful to welcome our students back to Passmores this week and to see the 
school once again full of energy, enthusiasm and the familiar buzz of a new academic year.

The start of a school year is an important opportunity to set the tone for everything that follows. 
This week, our Pastoral Curriculum Time sessions, Thought for the Week and In the News have all 
focused on one simple but important theme: welcoming each other back and starting the year 
positively.

For many of our students, this has also meant getting to know a new tutor group. We know that 
taking the time to get to know the people around us is an important part of feeling comfortable 
and confident in school. A tutor group should become a student's 'home base' – a place where 
they feel that they belong, know the people around them and have adults and peers they can turn 
to for support.

Building these relationships early in the year helps students to feel safe and settled, particularly 
when they are adapting to a new year group, new tutor or new environment. It also provides 
opportunities for friendships to develop and for students to discover shared interests, strengths 
and experiences.

Getting to know one another also helps us to build a culture of respect, empathy and inclusion. 
Understanding a little more about the people around us can help us to appreciate differences, 
avoid misunderstandings and recognise the strengths that each individual brings to our school 
community.

Alongside this focus on relationships and belonging, all year groups have attended assemblies 
this week. These have provided an opportunity to reiterate our school values, expectations and 
key policies, as well as highlighting some of the important changes and developments for the year 
ahead.

Most importantly, the assemblies have helped us to establish the tone we want for the year: high 
expectations, positive relationships, respect for others and a shared commitment to making 
Passmores a place where everyone can thrive.

A strong start matters. The routines, relationships and attitudes we establish in these first few 
days will provide the foundations for the months ahead. We are therefore encouraging every 
student to make the most of this opportunity – to get to know the people around them, to be 
welcoming, to show respect and to take pride in being part of our school community.

Welcome back, Passmores. Here's to a positive and successful year ahead!



Staff  
Spotlight…

On Sunday 25th April 2027, Miss Riley (PE Teacher) will be taking part in this years 
London Marathon, proudly running for the Down Syndrome Association; a charity 
very close to her heart. 

When I line up at the start of the London Marathon 2027, I won't just be running 
26.2 miles - I’ll be running for my incredible little girl, Elsie.

Elsie is almost four years old and has Down Syndrome. During my pregnancy, we 
were told she had a high chance of having Down Syndrome. We decided not to 
have any further invasive testing because, to us, it didn't matter. She was our 
baby, and we were going to love her unconditionally.

The Down's Syndrome Association has been a wonderful source of support, 
information and advocacy for families like ours. They work tirelessly to help 
people with Down Syndrome have every opportunity to thrive, be included and 
live fulfilling lives.

That is why I'm taking on the challenge of running the London Marathon 2027.

Every mile I run will be for Elsie - for everything she has already overcome, for the challenges she may still face, 
and for every other child and family walking a similar path.

If you're able to donate, no matter how big or small, you will be helping the Down's Syndrome Association 
continue their incredible work supporting people with Down Syndrome and their families.

Thank you for supporting me, supporting Elsie, and helping to make a difference. Every donation, every share 
and every word of encouragement means more than you know.

To read Abbie’s story in full, or to make a a contribution to her fundraising, please clock the link below:

Fundraiser by Abbie Riley : Every Mile for My Little Girl and the Down's Syndrome Association

Thank you,

https://www.gofundme.com/f/every-mile-for-my-little-girl-and-the-downs-syndrome-associ?attribution_id=sl:8933e7a5-e30f-4c7f-ae2b-be396628feb0&lang=en_GB&ts=1786613156&utm_campaign=fp_sharesheet&utm_content=amp30-treatment-1&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link






CAREERS NEWS

Year 11 – Important Dates…

The following assemblies have been arranged for you; all students will attend the Harlow & Writtle 
College presentations, but the sixth forms will be your choice. 

The assemblies will be from 1.15pm - 1.45pm in the main hall.

➢ Wednesday 16th September, St Marks 6th form

➢ Thursday 17th September, Epping St. John’s 6th form

➢ Wednesday 23rd September, Harlow College

➢ Thursday 24th September, Hertford Regional College

➢ Wednesday 30th September, CRE8

➢ Thursday 1st October, Sir Frederick Gibberd 6th form

➢ Wednesday 7th October, Writtle College

➢ Thursday 8th October, Stansted Airport College

➢ Wednesday 21st October, Leventhorpe 6th Form

Our Careers Fair is being held on Thursday 8th October, 4.30pm - 7:00pm at Stewards 
Academy.  We really would like to see as many of our students there possible.  (See poster 
attached on the next page).

Julie Kay
Careers Advisor



Year 11 College & Sixth Form Open Dates…

Capel Manor College, Weds 16th September, 5.30pm-7.00pm

Hertford Regional College, Thurs 24th September, 5.30pm-8.00pm

Fashion Retail Academy, Sat 26th September

Sir Frederick Gibberd Sixth Form, Weds 7th October, 5.00pm-8.00pm

Stansted Airport College, Sat 10th October, 10am-2.00pm

Writtle College, Sat 10th October, 10.00am

Harlow College, Thurs 15th October, 5.00pm-8.00pm

Braintree College, Mon 19th October, 5.00pm-7.00pm

Cambridge Regional College, Weds 21st October, 4.30pm-7.00pm

Leventhorpe Sixth Form, Tues 3rd November

Epping St Johns Sixth Form, Weds 4th November

The Bishops Stortford High School, Thurs 5th November, 5.45pm-8.30pm

Presdales Sixth Form, Thurs 12th November, 6.00pm-8.00pm





Wednesday 9th September Year 7 
Parent/Carer Information Evening

Thursday 10th September Year 10 & 11 
Parent/Carer Information Evening

Thursday 17th September Open Evening 
5:30pm – 8:30pm

Friday 18th September Late Start for All Students 
9:55am

Thursday 24th September Year 8 & 9 
Parent/Carer Information Evening

Thursday 22nd October INSET Day

Friday 23rd October to Friday 30th October Half Term

Monday 2nd November School Opens for 
Autumn Term 2

FORTHCOMING EVENTS



ANY OTHER INFORMATION

KEY CONTACT INFORMATION

School Address

Passmores Academy, Tracyes Road, Harlow, Essex, CM18 6JH

Main Telephone 

01279 770800

passmores@passmoresacademy.com

Student Absence 

            Report via the                       app                 

Change of Contact Details

h.day@passmoresacademy.com

Student Services

pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com

First Aid

pafirstaid@passmoresacademy.com

Extra-Curricular Clubs

h.day@passmoresacademy.com

Account / Trips

s.hodges@passmoresacademy.com

Homework

datateam@passmoresacademy.com

Free School Meals

pastudentservices@passmoresacademy.com

For a full list of staff contact details, click here

Reporting An Absence

If you need to report your child absent from school, please ensure you are following 
the correct procedure on Arbor.

If notifying us via the app:

- Click on the 3 lines (at the bottom left of the dashboard).
- Log Absence (green bar at the top)
- Complete the information and click ‘Log Absence’

If notifying us from a web browser:

- Click on the ‘Quick Actions’ button
- Click ‘Attendance’
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mailto:h.day@passmoresacademy.com
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